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NOTES

This work was commissioned by Gunther Schuller for the 1980 Tanglewood Festival at Tanglewood,
Massachusetts. It has since been performed by a number of orchestras, including the Columbus Sym-
phony, the Oklahoma Chamber Orchestra, the Collegium Academicum of Geneva, Switzerland, the Cleve-
land Institute Orchestra, and the Cincinnati Contemporary Music Ensemble.

Chamber Symphony, iri one continuous movement, alternates between two rather contrasting charac-
ters and speeds: a slow, broad, lyrical idea, and a sprightly, mercurial, percussive one. There is a primary
melodic line (heard initially as an oboe solo at the beginning) which recurs throughout the piece in both
the slow and fast speeds.

The ‘harmonic vocabulary is essentially tonal. The key of F sharp is hinted at in the opening phrase,
and this key becomes the ultimate goal of the last section.

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute’

Oboe

Clarinet in B-flat

Bassoon

Horn in F

Trumpet in C

Trombone

Harp

"Percussion |

(marimba, suspended cymbal, 4 timpani)
Percussion ||

(celeste, glockenspiel, vibraphone)
Strings

{small to mgsﬁum compliment)

DURATION: 10 -minutes

Performance materials are available on rental from:

GALAXY MUSIC CORPORATION

131 West 86th Street
New York, NY. 10024
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